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AMTNTIMENTS Tft TTTF CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended): A method in a computer system, said method comprising 

the steps of: . <. 

receiving a general requirement 11 1. H" 1 , » frnr*rm .n h, p^rt ^bQ°» 

„ n-— T- ^^Hon^hlenfhnn.p^ormedby,^ 

of iiffh-nt +yr* g ^r.ategories of items; 

raving a specified utility for at least one of aplurality of types of items which 

rfTm} A r ~fa™ said function satis^aid-feq^Hfem^; 

locating a plural.ty of available items which match at lout one of said plurality of 

types of items; and 

ranking said located plurality of available items utilizing said utility specified for 
at least one of said plurality of types of items. 

2 . (Currently amended): The method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of: 

providing an intelligent software agent; 

receiving, utilizing said intelligent software agent, [[a]] said general requirement; 

receiving, utilizing said intelligent software agent, a specified utility for each of a 
plurality of types of items which would perform said function, ^y^e^m^', 

locating, utilizing said intelligent software agent, a plurality of available items 
which match one of said plurality of types of items; and 

ranking, utilizing said intelligent software agent, said located plurality of available 
items utilizing said utility specified for each of said plurality of types of items. 

3 (Original): The method according to claim 2, further comprising the step of 
providing said intelligent software agent executing within a client computer system, said 
client computer system being coupled to a server computer utilizing a computer network. 
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4. (Original): The method according to claim 3, further comprising the step of 
coupling said client computer system to said server computer system utilizing an Internet 
computer network. 

5 (Currently amended): The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the 
steps of: 

coupling a server computer system to a plurality of client computer systems; 
providing an intelligent software agent executing within one of said plurality of 

client computer systems; [[and]] 

*»\A o*nmr*\ requirem ent rtefining a function that is a means of asportation; 
Polity of differ s types of categories of items including cars, motorcycles, 
and hicvcles: and 

searching, utilizing said intelligent agent, said plurality of client computer systems 
for said plurality of available items which match one of said plurality of types of items. 

6. (Original): The method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of ranking further 
comprises the step of comparing a price for each of said plurality of available items to a 
utility for one of said plurality of types of items which matches said each of said plurality 
of available items. 

7. (Original): The method according to claim 6, wherein the step of comparing 
further comprises the step of determining a difference between said price for each of said 
plurality of avai lable items and said utility for one of said plurality of types of items 
which matches said each of said plurality of available items. 

8. (Original): The method according to claim 6, wherein the step of comparing 
further comprises the step of determining a ratio of said price for each of said plurality of 
available items to said utility for one of said plurality of types of item s which matches 
said each of said plurality of available iterns- 
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9. (Original): The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

setting a utility threshold; and 

locating a second plurality of available items which match one of said plurality of 
types of items and which exceed said utility threshold. 

10 (Original): The method according to claim 9, further comprising the step of 
selecting one of said second plurality of available items having a lowest price. 

11. (Original): The method according to claim 1, further comprising fee step of 
displaying said located plurality of available items. 

12. (Original): The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of 
selecting one of said located plurality of available items. 

1 3 (Original): The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
selecting, utilizing an intelligent agent, one of said located plurality of available 

items; and 

completing a purchase transaction, utilizing said intelligent agent, to purchase said 
selected one of said located plurality of items. 

14 (Original): Tine method according to claim 13, further comprising the step of 
determining a ratio of a price for each of said plurality of available items to said utility 
for one of said plurality of types of items which matches said each of said plurality of 
available items. 

15. (Original): The method according to claim 14, further comprising the step of 
selecting one of said located plurality of available items which provides a highest ratio. 

1 6. (Original): The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
receiving said plurality of types of items specified by a user. 
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17. (Original): The method according to claim I, further comprising the step of 
receiving said plurality of types of items specified by executing a tabic lookup. 

18. (Original): The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of 
receiving said utility for each of said plurality of types of items specified by a user. 

19. (Original): The method according to claim I , further comprising the steps of: 
receiving a plurality of attributes for each of said specified plurality of types of 

items; 

receiving a weighting value specified for each of said plurality of attributes; and 
determining an overall utility for each of said plurality of types of items utilizing 
said weighting value specified for each of said plurality of attributes. 

20. (Currently amended): A computer program product in a computer system, 
comprising: 

instruction means for receiving a general requirement, said pencral requirement 
^.fining a fim^™ «" he perfo rmed without defining a particular type of item, said 
wtion capable oFhrina perfor m ed hv » plurality of different types of categories of 
items ; 

instruction means for receiving a specified utility for at least one of a plurality of 
types of items which would perform said function b ati&fr onid icqwroffl nnt; 

instruction means for locating a plurality of available items which match at least 
one of said plurality of types of items; and 

instruction means for ranking said located plurality of available items utilizing 
said utility specified for at least one of said plurality of types of items. 

21 . (Currently amended): The product according to claim 20, further comprising: 
instruction means for providing an intelligent software agent; 
instruction means for receiving, utilizing said intelligent software agent, [[a]] sajd 

general requirement; 
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instruction means forcing, utMng said software agent, a 
specific* utility for cachof aplurality of types of item s which would p^fflU^ 

Amotion o^i^&aAdHFeqfH4feg^; 

'instruction means for locating, utilizing said indigent software agent, a pluratay 

of avaUable items which match one of said plurality of types of items; and 

totruction means for ranking, utilizing said intelligent software agent, said 
loc afcd ptadity of available items utilizing said utility specif for each of said plurahty 

of types of items. 

22 (Original): Theprodu«,<^rdir««oclalm21,f»rthcrcorr^stagtem,ction 
m eans for providing said inteUigen, softwareagen, executing wiutin a client computer 
system, said client computer system being coupled to a server computer utthzmg a 

computer network. 

23 (Original): T^proi^t ^^Mv.n.t^ cc^nsin^^ 
means for coupling said client computer system to said server computer system utitong 
an Internet computer network. 

24 (Currently amended): The product according to claim 20, further comprising: 
instruction means for coupling a server computer system to aplurality of cbent 

computer systems; t 

instruction means for providing an intelligent software agent executing within one 

of said plurality of client computer systems; [[and]] 

rr — . de«™ r ■ Action that i mnms of fnmspottafton i 

. lirt Fl - r -KtY tvnes of do ri es of itemr inH^in p r,n motorcycles , , 

anH bicycles; arid 

instruction means for searching, utilizing said intelligent agent, said plurality of 
client computer systems for said plurality of available items which match one of said 

plurality of types of items. 
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25. (Original): The product according to claim 20, wherein said instruction means for 
ranking further comprises instruction means for comparing a price for each of said 
plurality of available items to a utility for one of sai d plurality of types of items which 
matches said each of said plurality of available items. 

26. (Ori ginal): The product according to claim 25, wherein said instruction means for 
comparing further comprises instruction means for determining a difference between said 
price for each of said plurality of available items and said utility for one of said plurality 
of types of items which matches said each of said plurality of available items. 

27. (Original): The product according to claim 25, wherein said instruction means for 
comparing further comprises instruction means for determining a ratio of said price for 
each of said plurality of available items to said utility for one of said plurality of types of 
items which matches said each of said plurality of available items. 

\ 

28. (Original). The product according to claim 20, further comprising: 
instruction means for setting a utility threshold; and 

instruction means for locating a second plurality of available items which match 
one of said plurality of types of items and which exceed said utility threshold- 

29. (Chigmal): The product according to claim 28, further comprising instruction 
means for selecting one of said second plurality of available items having a lowest price. 

30. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising instruction 
means for displaying said located plurality of available items. 

31 . (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising instruction 
means for selecting one of said located plurality of available items. 
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32. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising: 
instruction means for selecting, utilizing an intelligent agent, one of said located 

plurality of available items; and 

instruction means for completing a purchase transaction, utilizing said intelligent 
agent, to purchase said selected one of said located plurality of items. 

33. (Original): The product according to claim 32, fiirther comprising instruction 
means for determining a ratio of a price for each of said plurality of available items to 
said utility for one of said plurality of types of items which matches said each of said 
plurality of available items. 

34. (Original): The product according to claim 33, further comprising instruction 
means for selecting one of said located plurality of available items which provides a 
highest ratio. 

35. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising instruction 
means for receiving said plurality of types of items specified by a user. 

36. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising instruction 
means for receiving said plurality of types of items specified by executing a table lookup. 

37. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising instruction 
means for receiving said utility for each of said plurality of types of items specified by a 
user. 

38. (Original). The product according to claim 20, further comprising: 
instruction means for receiving a plurality of attributes for each of said specified 

plurality of types of items; 

instruction means for receiving a weighting value specified for each of said 
plurality of attributes; and 
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instruction means for determining an overall utility for each of said plurality of 
types of items utilizing said weighting value specified for each of said plurality of 
attributes. 

39. (Currently amended): A computer system comprising: 

said computer system for receiving a general requirement, said general 
req uirement defining a function to be performed w ithout defining a particular type of 
item, said function capable of being performed bv a plurality of different type? Qf 
categories of items : 

said computer system for receiving a specified utility for at least one of a plurality 
of types of items which would perform said function satisf ycaid requirement ; 

said computer system including a CPU executing code for locating a plurality of 
available items which match at least one of said plurality of types of items; and 

$aid CPU executing code for ranking said located plurality of available items 
utilizing said utility specified for at least one of said plurality of types of items. 

40. (Currently amended): The system according to claim 39, further comprising: 
an intelligent software agent; 

said intelligent software agent for receiving [[a]] said general requirement; 

said intelligent software agent for a specified utility for each of a plurality of types 
of items which would perform said function s atisfy oaid requirement ; 

said intelligent software agent for locating a plurality of available items which 
match one of said plurality of types of items; and 

said intelligent software agent for ranking said located plurality of available items 
utilizing said utility specified for each of said plurality of types of items. 

41 . (Original): The system according to claim 40, further comprising said intelligent 
software agent executing within a client computer system, said client computer system 
being coupled to a server computer utilizing a computer network. 
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42. (Original): The system according to claim 41 , further comprising said client 
computer system being coupled to said server computer system utilizing an Internet 
computer network. 

43. (Currently amended): The system according to claim 39, further comprising: 
a server computer system coupled to a plurality of client computer systems; 
an intelligent software agent executing within one of said plurality of client 

computer systems; [[and]] 

ca iH pgnsral req uirement defining a fi inf-tinn that is a means of transportation; 

said plurality of different types of categories of items including cars, motorcycles, 
and bicycles: and 

said intelligent agent for searching said plurality of client computer systems for 
said plurality of available items which match one of said plurality of types of items. 

44. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for comparing a price for each of said plurality of available items to a 
utility for one of said plurality of types of items which matches said each of said plurality 
of available items. 

45. (Original): The system according to claim 44, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for determining a difference between said price for each of said plurality 
of available items and said utility for one of said plurality of types of items which 
matches said each of said plurality of available items. 

46. (Original): The system according to claim 44, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for determining a ratio of said price for each of said plurality of available 
items to said utility for one of said plurality of types of items which matches said each of 
said plurality of available items. 

47. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising: 
a utility threshold; and 
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said CPU executing code for locating a second plurality of available items which 
match one of said plurality of types of items and which exceed said utility threshold. 

48. (Original): The system according to claim 47, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for selecting one of said second plurality of available items having a 
lowest price. 

49. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for displaying said located plurality of available items. 

50. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for selecting one of said located plurality of available items. 

5 1 . (Original): The system acconiing to claim 39, further comprising: 

an intelligent agent for selecting one of said located plurality of available items; 

and 

said intelligent agent for completing a purchase transaction to purchase said 
selected one of said located plurality of items. 

52. (Original): The system according to claim 51, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for determining a ratio of a price for each of said plurality of available 
items to said utility for one of said plurality of types of items which matches said each of 
said plurality of available items. 

53. (Original): The system according to claim 52, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for selecting one of said located plurality of available items which 
provides a highest ratio. 

54. (Original); The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for receiving said plurality of types of items specified by a user. 
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55. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for receiving said plurality of types of items specified by executing a table 
lookup- 

56. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for receiving said utility for each of said plurality of types of items 
specified by a user. 

57. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising: 

said CPU executing code for receiving a plurality of attributes for each of said 

specified plurality of types of items; 

said CPU executing code for receiving a weighting value specified for each of 

said plurality of attributes; and 

said CPU executing code for determining an overall utility for each of said 
plurality of types of items utilizing said weighting value specified for each of said 
plurality of attributes. 
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